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^    'Palestine  and  the 
World's  Debt  to  tbe  lew. 

By  The  Rabbi  Dr.  Hermann  Gollancz 

(Goldsmid  Professor  of  Hebrew,   Uniuersily   College,  University  of  London). 


3'~'T  has  sometimes  been  urged  that  the  Turk  has  not  treated 
the  Jew  in  as  harsh  a  manner  as  some  of  the  other  peoples 
of  the  earth.  Faint  praise  !  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  lot  of 
the  Jew  under  Turkish  rule,  especially  in  Palestine  in  modern  days, 
has  scarcely  been  an  enviable  one.  I  can  only  deal  with  generali- 
ties in  this  brief  article,  and  cannot  enter  into  details,  but  my 
memory  instinctively  goes  back  to  an  incident  but  a  couple  of 
decades  ago,  when  an  urgent  and  pitiful  request  came  to  the  late 
Chief  Rftbbi  to  save  the  Jews  of  a  certain  city  in  Palestine  from 
dire  consequences,  owing  to  their  inability  to  pay  the  military  tax. 
I  was  entrusted  with  the  matter,  and  it  was  with  infinite  relief  to 
us  and  to  those  immediately  concerned  that  I  was  abld  to  collect 
the  required  amount,  and  thus  ease  the  situation  fori  our  poor 
afflicted  co-religionists.  I  instance  this  item  as  typieal  of  the 
oppression  and  exactions  which  have  ever  been  the  lot  of  the 
people  of  that  land,  to  which  it  had  an  inalienable  right,  certainly 
more  valid  than  any  later  comers. 

Again,  as  a  former  Vice-Chief  of  the  Chovevi  Zion  Association 
in  those  bygone  days  of  Colonel  Goldsmid  and  Elim  D'Avigdor, 
1  cannot  help  recalling  the  vexatious  difficulties  experienced  by 
our  brethren  in  their  efforts  at  colonisation,  the  uphill  work  in 
starting  a  colony,  the  trepidation,  when  once  in  possession  of  it, 
lest  the  fruits  of  years  of  toil  be  suddenly  snatched  from  the  grasp 
of  the  colonists. 

The  Land  of  His  Fatheks. 

All  this  points  to  the  one  crucial  question :  Why  should  the 
Jew,  former  possessor  of  the  Holy  Land,  have  had  to  beg  and  pray 
like  a  suppliant,  or  to  come  with  his  millions  as  a  commercial 
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man,  for  the  right  to  settle  in  and  cultivate  again  the  land  of  his 
lathers,  so  as  to  make  the  desert  blossom  once  more  as  the  rose, 
and  to  cause  laughter  and  the  sound  of  joy  to  ring  again  in  the 
streets  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  ? 

In  the  centuries  that  have  passed  since  the  Diaspora,  there  have 
been  two  or  three  classes  of  Jews  whose  eyes  have  been  turned 
with  longing  to  the  Holy  Land  as  connected  with  the  future 
destiny  of  the  race.  Among  them  were  the  Idealists  that  dreamed, 
ever  full  of  soul  praying  for  the  return  to  the  I-and  ;  but  they 
were  not  practical  ;  yet  their  dreams  were,  in  themselves,  a 
possession — an  inheritance.  Then  there  were,  particularly  in 
more  modem  times,  the  would-be  practical  benefactors  of  their 
people,  kind  and  generous,  who  nevertheless  missed  the  true 
point,  for  they  lacked  the  stimulus  of  the  national  idea,  which 
has  so  marvellously  revolutionised  views  with  regard  to  Palestine, 
and  invested  the  whole  problem  of  the  Return  with  the  warmth  of 
life,  symptomatic  of  a  true  revival.  And  thus  the  much-abused 
"  Zionist  "  (a  term  which  has  various  facets)  has  at  length  been 
the  instrument  to  call  forth,  in  the  turmoil  of  a  monstrous  world- 
conflict,  a  glorious  Declaration  from  this  freedom-loving  countrv', 
Great  Britain,  which  on  the  one  hand  is  sufficient  to  justify 
retrospectively  (if  it  were  needed)  the  programme  of  the' Zionists 
of  old,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  afford  the  largest  satisfaction, 
joy,  and  hope,  not  only  to  one  section  of  Jews,  but  also  to  the 
whole  House  of  Israel,  scattered,  according  to  prophecy,  to  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth. 

Oh  for  the  proper  spirit  to  put  into  execution  the  olden  ideal 
by  means  of  the  magnanimous  and  practical  application  reser\'ed 
for  the  British  Government  of  to-day  !  Oh  for  the  pa\Tnent, 
though  tardy,  of  the  whole  world's  debt  to  the  Jew,  of  the  Christian 
Church's  indemnity,  which  has  accumulated  for  nigh  twenty 
centuries  !  Would  that  Jew  might  join  with  Jew,  and  neither  be 
ashamed  nor  afraid  to  be  a  factor  in  the  restoration  of  Israel  to 
a  place  among  the  nations  !  Upon  the  Jews  themselves,  I  say, 
will  depend  this  regeneration  of  Israel's  brotherhood. 

The    Cradle    of   the    World's    Hope. 

Thanks  to  the  events  of  to-day,  Palestine  is  once  again  to  be- 
come the  cradle  of  the  world's  hopes  through  Israel,  and  "  from 
Zion  is  to  go  forth  the  Law,  and  the  Word  of  the  Lord  from 


Jerusalem."  Not  only  the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  the  Law, 
of  the  Divine  Word  and  Will.  A  new  meaning  is  to  be  given 
to  the  word  "  Religion  " — that  is  necessary — when  once  the 
world  awakens  from  the  nightmare  which  has  been  pressing 
upon  it  during  the  past  few  years.  No  longer  should  Religion 
be  a  barrier  dividing  man  from  man,  but  a  band  encircling 
all  humanity,  and  drawing  it  more  closely  together.  This 
does  not  imply  that  those  who  profess  divers  creeds  must 
instantly  throw  off  the  distinguishing  badges  of  their  faith. 
Different  roads  may  lead  to  the  same  goal.  It  behoves  us  to 
see  to  it  that  such  qualities  as  right  and  justice,  kindness  and 
brotherhood,  are  the  ideals  at  which  we  aim  ;  the  way  we  take 
to  reach  that  end  is  determined  more  by  accident  of  birth  than 
by  man's  own  choice.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  deplored  that  at  this 
very  hour,  while  we  are  fighting  the  cause  of  justice  and  right, 
grave  injustice  and  wrong  are  being  enacted  in  some  quarters, 
political  and  social,  by  such  as  are  pushing  the  Nationalistic 
view  to  its  extreme  limits,  and  thus  defeating  the  avowed  object 
of  the  world  in  its  endeavour  to  rid  itself  of  tyranny. 

To  my  mind,  one  of  the  greatest  lessons  of  history,  perhaps 
the  most  salutary  teaching  of  the  world's  collective  experience, 
is  that  of  tolerance  —  the  characteristic  of  bearing  with  one 
another  not  only  in  matters  of  detail,  but  oft  in  the  most  vital 
questions  which  apparently  divide  man  from  man.  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  when  the  Day  comes,  Palestine  in  Jewish 
hands  will  be  true  to  the  traditions  of  old,  and  will  know  how  to 
treat  "  the  stranger  within  its  gates  "  in  a  manner  far  different 
from  that  which  he  has  experienced,  as  a  stranger  in  the  land, 
during  the  centuries  of  his  dispersion. 

The  Promise  of  the  Future 

I  confidently  look  forward,  too,  to  a  great  race-regeneration 
on  our  part  as  far  as  concerns  the  Holy  Land  ;  I  see  colonies 
springing  up  and  multiplying,  see  them  self-supporting  and 
flourishing,  supplying  the  country  and  exporting  abroad  ;  I 
see  schools  founded  and  administered  on  a  scientific  basis,  accord- 
ing to  academic  methods,  where  Hebrew  will  naturally  still  be  the 
main  vehicle  of  instruction,  and  will  never  again  be  subjected 
to  a  shameless  boycott  such  as  was  attempted  a  few  years  ago, 
probably  for  political  reasons  ;    I  see  the  Jewish  University  in  its 
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vigour,  with  its  ccntrijx-tiil  force  attnictiiif;  pilgrims  to  its  Temple 
of  Learning  I  tnist  feuds  as  of  old  will  no  longer  exist  in  tht 
new  rondition  of  things  between  religious  leaders,  betweei 
Ashkcna/and  Se])hardi- — nothing  but  honourable  rivalry',  nothin;:' 
to  detract  from  their  religious  infiucMice  ;  anrl  finally,  the  Haliiku 
system  must  cease,  indiscriminate  charity  must  be  a  thing  of  the 
past ;  the  proper  adininistration  of  relief,  where  necessary,  mus' 
be  vigorously  undertaken  and  applied. 

One  often  hears  in  Christian  England  the  plea  for  the  "  Reunion 
of  the  Churches."  Who  knows  but  that  in  the  fulness  of  tim.' 
the  sacred  soil  of  Palestine  may  yet  knit  together  in  more  thai, 
friendly  embrace  the  numberless  sects  and  schisms  which,  ii 
the  course  of  ages,  have  sprung  up  from  that  soil,  so  that  th' 
prophecy  once  uttered  regarding  the  Hebrew  nation's  earl 
Father,  Abraham,  may  be  equally  true  of  the  Land — "  in  thee  shaJ  I 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed  !  " 

What  Judaism  Stands  For. 

Tlie  Jew  can  conceive  no  loftier,  no  more  spiritual  Faith  than 
his  Judaism  ;  but  it  has  to  be  properly  understood  to  be  appn 
ciated.  Only  then,  when  the  Jew  himself  will  interpret  it  in  tin 
broadest  spirit  ;  will  prove  to  the  world  that  in  the  liberal  appli 
cation  of  its  forms  and  ceremonies  the  spirit  need  never  givi 
way  to  the  letter  ;  that  Judaism  stands  for  integrit\-,  fidelity, 
honour,  sacrifice,  and  altruism  ;  and  that,  in  the  new  condition 
of  things  in  his  ancestral  homeland,  no  brighter  star  shall  shin< 
than  that  of  the  love  and  well-being  of  all  men  ;  only  then  wil' 
the  Jew,  together  with  all  the  peoples  of  the  world,  enter  upon  ;i 
new  and  brilliant  career  ;  and  the  war,  which  we  at  times  weri 
tempted  to  regard  as  a  curse  come  upon  the  world  to  destroy 
and  crush  humanity,  will,  after  all,  have  had  a  commentar}- 
afforded  upon  it,  and  in  the  light  of  future  history  will  have  lost 
part  of  its  sting  and  bitterness,  the  creature  of  earth  ha\'ing 
become  reconciled  with  his  Creator,  and  man  being  at  one  with 


-* — *   .-.i  ■ — r^ ~~' 

A'/t./ij'.;'  CMy  aiur  Sons.   .'.:m;lCif,  Bruiiriv:^  v  Strut,  HtfbnJorH  Strtct,  S.E.  i. 


3   1158  00765  6217 


UC  SOUTHERN  REGIONAL  LIBRARY  FACILITY 


A  A         001  432  542  7 


